SCHOOL BOOKS (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lg February 1858 ;—for, 



COPY “ of a Letter from the Commissioners of National Education, Ireland, 
to the Treasury, upon the subject of the Sale of School Books, and of a 
Treasury Minute thereon.” 



Treasury Chambers , 1 
19 February 1858. J 



JAMES WILSON. 



Office of National Education, Dublin, 
Si r > 27 January 1858. 

The Commissioners of National Education have had under consideration a copy 
of a letter, dated the 14th July last, addressed to the Right Hon. the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, by Thomas Longman, Esq., of the firm of Longman 8 z Co*, 
Paternoster-row, London, relative to some recent purchase of copyrights which 
have been made by the National Board of Education, contrary (as Mr. Longman 
alleges) to the intentions of the Government, and to the views adopted by them, 
respecting the sale of the Irish National School Books to the public, after the 
expiration of the present contracts on the 28th of February next. The Com- 
missioners have also had before them a copy of a Treasury Minute, informing 
Mr. Longman “ that no change had taken place in the resolution which was come 
to in August 1853, to throw open the copyright of the Irish National School 
Books as soon as the existing contracts expire.” 

In reply to the portion of Mr. Longman’s letter relating to the copyrights of 
certain works lately purchased by the Commissioners, we are to acquaint you that, 
in estimating the value of any copyright they purchase, the Commissioners are 
guided by a calculation of the reduction which they are thereby enabled to effect 
in the cost of the books which they require for their own schools, without any 
reference to the possible profit which they might derive from the sale of their 
school booke to the public at large, and that they are therefore willing that the 
works of which they have recently purchased the copyright, or of which they 
shall hereafter purchase the copyright, shall be published for general use on the 
same condition as their other works. 

The Commissioners observe, by the Minute of August 1853, that on the 
expiration of the present contract, the copyright of the Irish National School 
Books is to be thrown open to the public. The Commissioners, however, under- 
stand that this general permission to publish their school books is to be limited to 
a publication of such books, without any addition, omission, or alteration of 
any kind. 

We are further directed to observe, that throughout the entire proceedings 
and correspondence with the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, which took place 
in 1851 and 1852, the Commissioners have always assumed that in any regulation 
laid down by their Lordships for the sale of books intended for the use of the 
Irish National Schools, the Board should always have the privilege of supplying 
their schools with such books, as was guaranteed to them by the Right Hon. 
Lord John Rpssell in his Lordship’s letter of 3 July 1851. 

The Commissioners have therefore to request that instructions may be given to 
the Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office to invite tenders for printing 
and binding an adequate supply of the Irish National School Books, to meet the 
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demand from 1 March next. We enclose for the information of their Lordshim 
“ a Return of the Books issued to the Irish National Schools during the year ended 
the 3 1st December 1857 ; hut, in order to meet any increased demand the 
Commissioners will require the usual privilege of ordering such additional quantities 
as may be necessary. 

As regards the supply of books for sale to the public, the Commissioners are of 
opinion that it will not be difficult to make arrangements (to which they have no 
objection) by which, when tenders are invited for the printing of books for the 
use of the Irish National Schools, other publishers may be enabled, if they desire 
it, on their own responsibility, to have included in such tenders such supplies as 
they may desire for their own use to sell to the public. 

The Commissioners direct us to request the favour of an early reply to this 
communication. r J 



Sir C. E. Trevelyan, k. c. b. 
&c. &c. &c. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross , 
James Kelly, 



* Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 8 February 1858. 

Write to the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland that my Lords 
have carefully considered their letter, dated 27th nit, respecting the arrange- 
merits to be made in consequence of the decision arrived at in August 1853 
that the copyright of the school books printed for their Board should be thrown 
open to the trade at large. 

The Commissioners observe, that they understand that this general permission 
to publish their school hooks is to be limited to a publication of such books 
without _ any addition, omission, or alteration of any kind. So far as this 
observation relates to books published in such a form as to bear tbe appear- 
ance of having the authority of the Commissioners of National Education, or 
aa those in use m the Irish schools, state that my Lords agree that the privi- 
lege must be exercised upon the condition of a strict identity with those 
published and m use by the Commissioners themselves ; but my Lords would 
“°* C0 fll eT XT UC ^ a , re „ st [ iotion necessary in cases where publishers may reprint 
.F 1 * 10 ™ 1 ® cll ° o1 Eooks m such form as did not in any way identify 
such publication with the Commissioners or with the Irish schools 
My Lords are of opinion that it would not be advisable to enter into sepa- 
storinTi-i, S l" ^ Panting or binding these books,' or to maintain a depdt for 
?“* . f ? ■ ’ but ^ at contracts should be made under which they may be 

a =°“plete state by the contractor, and be transmitted to the 

S^ tt tTf&c7on&Si. 60me SUCl1 “ “ E “ b ^ 

be I ^Wt2r* C ° mmiS8i f erS -l ba ^ tbe Com P tr °ller of the Stationerv Office will 
instructed to co-operate with them in giving effect to these arrangements. 



(signed) James Wilson. 
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COPY of a Letter from the Commissioners of 
National Education, Ireland, to the Treasury, 
upon the subject of the Sale of School Books, 
and of a Treasury Minute thereon. 



(Mr. Wilson.) 
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